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PRESS RELEASE 


FIRST CLEVELAND SHOWING OF NEW FILMS AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Five of the most intriguing and important international filmmakers 
working today will be highlighted in the first "Festival of New Films" at The 
Cleveland Museum of Art. These five Cleveland premieres, described below, will 
be presented in the Museum's Lecture Hall on Sundays at 2:15 pm from November 
1 through November 22 , 1987. Admission is free and seating is limited. 


1 Nov — Robert Wilson & the CIVIL warS . USA/West Germany, I987. 

Directed by Howard Brookner. Music by Philip Glass and David Byrne. 
Color, 90 min. 

Howard Brookner, known for the film Burroughs . directed this 
acclaimed documentary about avant-garde playwright and Pulitzer 
Prize nominee Robert Wilson, whose ambitious projects and unorthodox 
stagings include the opera "Einstein on the Beach." The film surveys 
Wilson's extraordinary career and follows the playwright's attempts 
to mount his six— part spectacle the CIVIL warS simultaneously in six 
different countries, with each nation performing one part before 
joining the others for a complete nine-hour performance during the 
1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. 

8 Nov — Reassemblage , Senegal, I982. Directed by Trinh T. Minh-ha. 

Color, 40 min. 

A Man, When He Is a Man . Chile, I982. Directed by Valeria Sarmiento. 
Spanish with English subtitles. Color, 66 min. 

Two short documentaries from Third World countries by women 
directors. The first is an avant-garde work, shown at the New York 

Film Festival, that distills the sounds and images of a Senegalese 

village. The second, set in Costa Rica, is a wickedly funny 
dissection of the cult of Latin American "machismo." 

15 Nov — The Hypothesis of the Stolen Painting . France, 1978 . Directed by 
Raul Ruiz. French with English subtitles. B&W, 78 min. 

Raul Ruiz, a prolific Chilean filmmaker who now lives and works in 

France, is the cinema's Jorge Luis Borges. This film, his first to 


2 — film premieres 

be shown in Cleveland, is a pseudo-documentary about an imaginary 
19th-century French painter. In it, a collector orders his paintings 
enacted as tableaux-vivants in an attempt to solve the many 
mysteries surrounding the artist and his work. 

22 Nov -- The Falls , Great Britain, I98O. Directed by Peter Greenaway. Music 
by Michael Nyman. Color, I85 min. 

In an unspecified future time, a "Violent Unknown Event" has claimed 
millions, 92 of whom (those with last names beginning with the 
letters F,a,l,l) are profiled in this mammoth, complex, absurdist 
film by Peter Greenaway, the brilliant and inventive director of The 
Draughtsman's Contract and A Zed and Two Noughts . This funny and 
prodigious work won the British Film Institute award for Best Film 
at the 1980 London Film Festival. 
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